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February 2, 2010
Media Release

Bruce County Public Library 2009 statistics confirm the fact that libraries are used more during times of economic uncertainty.
Last year the Library had a remarkable increase in circulation of 9% over 2008, with staggering increases in some library branches. Lucknow, Mildmay, and Paisley branches have all recorded over 20% increase in items borrowed; Port Elgin and Southampton had increases of 10 and  20% while Tara saw the biggest increase of 43%.
Bruce County Library Branches also experienced impressive increases (24%) in the important “in-person library visit” statistic (compared to 2008). 

The library’s online usage has seen significant increases as well. The number of holds placed through the Bruce County Public Library website catalogue increased 27% from 2008. Online patron created requests increased by 12%.  More than ever, Bruce County residents are using the growing array of online services including downloadable audio books, government services, and searchable databases (Consumer Reports; Auto Repair; Ancestry; Reference Documents/Periodical and Journal articles). While accessing the Bruce County Library web catalogue, users are able to place online reviews and rate the books that they have read, as well as read reviews from other library users throughout North America.

“In these tough economic times, it is now very clear that public libraries are indispensable”, said, Marzio Apolloni, Library Director. “Public libraries are fundamental to the goals of cultivating a knowledge economy and of closing the persistent digital divide. That’s why safeguarding public library services and funding is so crucial.”




Branches:
Cargill, Chesley, Hepworth, Kincardine, Lion's Head, Lucknow, Mildmay, Paisley, Port Elgin, Ripley, 
Sauble Beach, Southampton, Tara, Teeswater, Tiverton, Tobermory, Walkerton, Wiarton

