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�
�This Message contains portions of an address given 
by BCPL Director, Marzio Apolloni after accepting the 
2011 Ontario Public Library  Association Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

 
Public Library Boards  
are governing boards, legal  
corporations with the authority to 
make policy and to govern the  
library’s affairs under the Public  
Libraries Act. 
 
A board’s duty is to provide  
comprehensive and efficient public  
library service that reflects the  
community’s unique needs. A board 
must submit budget estimates and 
audited financial statements to  
municipal council and must report 
statistics and finances   

to the province annually to receive  
its grant . The Public Libraries Act, 
governs the operation of libraries in 
Ontario and is special  
legislation that overrides certain 
sections of other acts such as the 
Municipal Act. 
 
 
 
Information adapted from the  
document Cut to the Chase  by Ontario 
Library Boards Association, Ontario 
Public Library Governance at a Glance.  
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